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Annual Athletes’ Forum 

The Athletes’ Forum is the annual gathering of past and present Olympic athletes, 

initiated and led by the Athletes’ Commission of the Olympic Committee of Israel. This 

year, the forum was held at SolarEdge headquarters, with the participation of 60 

athletes from various Olympic sports. Participants ranged across a wide span of 

Olympic Games — from the delegation to Seoul 1988 to members of the Paris 2024 

delegation. 

During the meeting, a panel was held on the topic of career transition, featuring fencer 

Noam Mills, sailor Eran Sela, rhythmic gymnast Alona Koshevatskiy, and triathlete Ron 

Darmon. 

The Athletes’ Commission works to represent the voice of athletes in the various 

committees and within the Olympic movement in general. The commission consists of 

nine athletes — some active and some retired: Commission Chair Yakov Toumarkin, 

and members Girmaw Amare, Maayan Davidovich, Peter Paltchik, Maor Tiyouri, Shelly 

Bobritsky, Denis Loktev, Gili Cohen, and Nina Amir. 

 

“Otzma Plus” Seminar for Orphans 

The collaboration between the Olympic Committee of Israel and the Widows and 

Orphans Organization has expanded to include an additional community. As part of the 

“Otzma Plus” seminar — aimed at providing a unique support framework for orphans 



aged 20–30 — a moving meeting was held with Paralympic champion Noam Gershony. 

Through his inspiring personal story, Noam opened a deep discussion about the 

significant challenges faced by orphans during a critical decade in their lives: leaving 

home, beginning academic studies, building a career, marriage, and starting a family. 

For orphans, these meaningful moments are often accompanied by a sense of absence. 

Encounters with inspiring figures, including Olympic and Paralympic athletes, help 

strengthen their sense of confidence in adulthood and provide tools, connections, and 

support. 

 

Career Management Course for Female Coaches 

The second cohort of ״Career Management Course for Female Coaches״ — a career-

management program for female coaches in elite sports — has concluded after a six-

month program in which 11 leading coaches from Olympic and Paralympic fields took 

part. 

This unique program, developed in collaboration with the Olympic Solidarity as part of 

its gender-equality strategy, aims to increase the number of female coaches in elite 

sports, empower coaches with professional potential and the ability to coach at the 

international level, and provide knowledge and skills in career management, skill 

development, and personal and professional advancement. 

Throughout the program, each coach was personally mentored by a senior and 

influential female leader in Israeli society. 

Graduates of the second cohort: 

Nina Amir (Sailing), Ida Meirin (Rhythmic Gymnastics), Alona Koshevatskiy (Rhythmic 

Gymnastics), Inbar Ronen (Cycling), Natali Tati Memo (Football), Valeria Aprilova 

(Artistic Swimming), Anna Velicky (Volleyball), Shira Ha’elyon (Basketball), Rotem 

Jacobs (Sport Climbing), Roni Bove (Open Water Swimming), Wisal Shufanya 

(Goalball). 



 

Shining Olympic Stars 

It has now become routine for athletes from Israel’s Olympic squads to train with 

children and youth at the Sports Center for Children and Adolescents at Meir Medical 

Center in Kfar Saba. 

This month, beach volleyball pair Tamir Hershko and David Lanziano arrived at the 

sports center, and together with their coach Daniel Benotto led a varied and energetic 

training session that included mini-games and challenging coordination drills. The 

activities kept the youth active and created an empowering and fresh experience for 

them. 

 

 

The Beach, the Sea, and the Olympic Spirit 

For the third time, a fun and athletic beach-cleaning initiative was held, led by 

EcoOcean, the Olympic Committee of Israel, and the Rishon LeZion Municipality. 

As part of the activity, Olympic athletes — including Yuval Freilich, Shahar Tibi, Shelly 

Bobritsky, Maor Abu, and Shelly Hilton — arrived at the beach and took an active part in 



the event alongside EcoOcean instructors and students from Avnei Hoshen Middle 

School.  

Participants were divided into groups according to the colors of the five Olympic rings 

and collected waste from the beach while learning about the importance of preserving 

the marine environment and combining sports activities. 

The event continues the fruitful collaboration between EcoOcean and the Olympic 

Committee of Israel. Earlier this year, successful beach-cleaning activities were held at 

the Yarkon estuary and Shavei Zion Beach, during which over 400 kg of waste were 

collected. 

 

 


