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The Beach, the Sea, and the Olympic Spirit

For the second time, Olympic athletes came together to protect the marine environment — this time
under the theme “Return to Life in the North” at Shavei Zion Beach. Initiated by EcoOcean, the Israeli
Olympic Committee, and the Mateh Asher Regional Council, Olympic athletes led about 50 sixth-grade
students from Sheikh Danun School and young athletes from the Nahariya Sailing Club in collecting
waste from the beach and the sea. The connection between sports, education, and the environment
created a meaningful, empowering, and inspiring experience that encouraged action for the sake of
nature.

Summit Meeting of Olympic and Paralympic Athletes

For the first time, a joint summit meeting between Olympic and Paralympic athletes was held at Beit
HalLochem Tel Aviv, initiated and led by the Athletes’ Committee. Throughout the event, athletes from



various sports and disciplines met, shared experiences, got to know each other outside the competitive
framework, and participated in a mixed team competition. The purpose of the gathering was to
strengthen the connection among athletes and emphasize the shared values of the Olympic movement:

excellence, respect, and friendship.

Beyond Sport — Olympic Day for Refugees

An Olympic Day for refugee and asylum-seeking children was held at the Bialik-Rogozin School in South
Tel Aviv, in collaboration with the Tel Aviv—Yafo Municipality and the UNHCR (United Nations High
Commissioner for Refugees). The initiative’s goal was to bring the Olympic spirit closer to the students,
connect them to the values of excellence, solidarity, and mutual respect, and allow them to meet
inspiring athletes from various Olympic sports — some of whom had life experiences similar to their
own. The event featured interactive sports activities in a variety of fields, including fencing, athletics,
judo, skateboarding, taekwondo, cricket, and acrobatics. Led by top athletes and coaches the children
gained inspiration, learned about the importance of persistence and determination, and discovered the
power of hope — messages especially meaningful for children from the refugee community, who often
remain unseen in daily life.



Olympic Scouting Program in the Druze Community

As part of the Israeli Olympic Committee’s vision to make the path to the Olympic Games accessible to
all children in Israel, regardless of origin, a Talent Identification Day was held for about 1,500 children in
grades 2-5 from four Druze municipalities in the Golan Heights — Ein Kinya, Mas’ade, Majdal Shams,
and Buqg’ata. Throughout the day, the children were tested in three Olympic sports: swimming, athletics,
and cycling. The initiative aims to integrate the non-Jewish community into the national effort to
promote competitive sports in Israel, with the hope that they will one day represent Israel in future
Olympic delegations. As an expression of respect and solidarity, a memorial ceremony was held at the
Majdal Shams football field in memory of 12 children who were killed when a rocket fired from Lebanon
hit the site. The project is led by the Israeli Olympic Committee, in collaboration with the Ministry of
Sport, the Physical Education Supervision Unit of the Ministry of Education, the School Sports
Association, the Elite Sports Unit, the Athletics Association, the Swimming Association, the Cycling
Association, and the local authorities in the Golan Heights. This day marked a new beginning — not only
for the children who got a taste of the Olympic spirit and enjoyed a variety of sporting experiences, but
also for society as a whole: a vision of equal and inclusive sports that connects communities and opens
doors to a future of excellence, partnership, and action.



Sports and Sustainability — Shaping the Future

In an initiative by the Israeli Olympic Committee and Reichman University, a first-of-its-kind conference
was held focusing on the connection between sports, sustainability, and accessibility.
Olympic athletes and environmental experts discussed the impact of the climate crisis on athletic
performance, the planning of environmentally friendly sports facilities, and responsible nutrition.
The conference emphasized the central role of athletes as agents of change and influence, and
presented social initiatives promoting a healthy and accessible lifestyle in the social periphery.
The central message conveyed was that sport has the power to influence and support efforts to address
environmental and social challenges.




